
Hi everyone, 

This a last-minute email to tell you about some 
space that has become available on our June 
Rhine cruise. If you are interested, we need to 
know very soon... 

As always, I have included a couple of bridge 
articles to keep that mind strong! Bridge is 
Fitness for the brain! Scroll down for lots more! 

In June 2019, we are doing a Rhine River Boat 
cruise. 
We love river boats. They are small 
(162 passengers only) and are first class in 
service and accommodation. AND all tours are 
included. We have done TEN river boat cruises to date and loved every single one of them. The scenery 
on the Rhine and Moselle is breathtaking. We will play bridge while we sail and at other times also. And 
there will also be classes. We are sailing with Ama Waterways, the top cruise line in the world of river 
boat sailing. 

This trip has been sold out for months but we do now have 3 cabins that have 
been made available to us. 

Do call Paola at Vision Travel 905-873-8070 or 1-800-263-5575 # 1228 or email her at 
paola.shaw@visiontravel.ca for all your travel needs; she is excellent. Scroll down for more 
information.  

It is Category C that is available. See below for more details.  

The prices are approx. USD $6,298.00 per person + $286.00 port tax if you are sharing or 
$9,447.00 + port tax if you are single.  

OUR CAMBODIA PROJECTS: On Friday, May 3rd, we are holding our annual Cambodia fundraiser. It is 
at Trinity Presbyterian Church at 2737 Bayview Ave, just south of 401. Events start at 9.30 am. John 
Rayner will be lecturing. He is fabulous and it is super fun. This will be followed by lunch and a 
presentation by Patti Lee and then a game in the afternoon. 

Minimum donation is $40.00 plus $14.00 for lunch and rent (yes, we do pay a substantial rent). There is 
NO maximum on the donation.  
We do need your help so that we can keep sustaining our FIVE schools in remote villages of Cambodia. 
You will receive a tax receipt for your donation. 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND, WE WOULD STILL WELCOME YOUR DONATION! 
Patti's address is listed on the flyer below. 

There will be a SILENT AUCTION organized by wonderful Enid Roitman. We have some wonderful items. 

Contact Patti Lee at 416-606-0848 or 
pattilee@sympatico.ca with any questions. 



TRANSATLANTIC BRIDGE CRUISE: April 29, 2020 

This will be fabulous and is our last cruise escorting people after 38 years of doing this. Do join 
us. Special bonus if you book by Feb 15, 2019. See below for more details.  

SEMINARS: I will be teaching three seminars in April & May. 9.30 am on Thursday mornings.  

April 25: Tricks for Taking More Tricks 
May 16:  Do's & Don'ts for Your Partner 
May 30:  Winners & Losers & Losers on Losers 

See below for more details. 

CALLING ALL 0-20 and 0-50 players: 

Our games continue on through the winter on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons organized, in 
Stephen's absence, by Paul Pointet and Robin Stephens @ Trinity Presbyterian Church. Scroll 
down for more information about this. FUN GUARANTEED!! 

CLASSES: 

Josee Hammill will be teaching intermediate single sessions in Jan and Feb. 

Lorraine Eaglesham will be teaching Intermediate I at our School this winter also. 

At this festive time of year, we hope all of you have a 
wonderful Holiday Season and may 2019 be your best 
year ever. 

Here's the whole family having our early Christmas 
dinner at the Mandarin. Former husband and current 
husband all present. A wonderful time was had by all 
and no dishes to wash!! 

Thank you for all the emails and all the fun. How did we get so lucky to have a job that is so 
exciting, unusual, rewarding and such fun? The best part is always the people. You are the 
best. 

Happy New Year, 

Barbara & Alex 
www.barbaraseagram.com 



BRIDGE ON THE RHINE & MOSELLE 
JUNE 21 - JULY 3, 2019 (NEXT YEAR) 

WITH BARBARA SEAGRAM & ALEX KORNEL 

TEACHING & RUNNING GAMES ABOARD SHIP 
ACBL Sanctioned games 

Barbara is the co-author of 26 books, her most well-
known being 

"25 Bridge Conventions You Should Know" 

AMA WATERWAYS: AMA PRIMA 
Ama Waterways is TOP of the line in river cruising. 

      To print out a flyer with details on pricing and to see the whole trip printed easily, click on this link below: 

http://www.barbaraseagram.com/pdf/RHINE-RIVER-BOAT-BRIDGE-CRUISE-large-revised-PDF.pdf 

Pages from fairy tales come to life as you find inspiration along the fabled castle-laden Rhine and its 
breathtaking tributary, the Moselle, with fascinating scenery of Europe's steepest vineyards lining its shores. 

Join us for this enchanting trip on a five-star ship. 

CAT C cabins available at $6,298.00 USD per 
person if double occupancy + $286 port tax 

OR 

$9,447.00 USD single occupancy + $286.00 
port tax 

TOURS IN EVERY PORT ALL INCLUDED 

Jun 21: Fly to Amsterdam  
Jun 22: Embark ship 
Jun 23: Amsterdam 
Jun 24: Cologne  
Jun 25: Lahnstein, Germany 
Jun 26: Cochem  
Jun 27: Trier, Germany 
Jun 28: Bernkastel Jun 29: Rudesheim, Germany 
Jun 30: Ludwigshafen, Germany 
Jul    1: Strasbourg, France  
Jul    2: Breisach, Germany 
Jul    3: Basel. Switzerland 

OPTIONAL STAYOVER IN AMSTERDAM PRE -CRUISE (2 NTS) 
OPTIONAL STAYOVER IN ZURICH & LUCERNE POST CRUISE (4 
NTS) 



Ship: 162 passengers. 443' long 38' 
wide  Crew: 51 
Staterooms: 81 Suites: 3 
Cabins are 160-350 sq ft. 

Free internet. Walking track and outdoor 
heated pool on Sun Deck. 
Fitness room. Bicycles for your use. 
Massage & hair salon 

FREE WINE & BEER AT LUNCH & DINNER.   
COMPLIMENTARY HAPPY HOUR DAILY 

TO BOOK: CALL PAOLA SHAW AT VISION TRAVEL 

paola.shaw@visiontravel.ca 

905-873-8070 or toll free at 1-800-263-5575 # 1228

Ask Barbara at Barbaraseagram@gmail.com 
COUNTRIES WE WILL VISIT:   

FRANCE, GERMANY, NETHERLANDS, SWITZERLAND. RIVERS: RHINE, MOSELLE 

OPTIONAL STAYOVER IN AMSTERDAM: 2 NIGHTS: 20-22 JUNE 
$640.00 USD dbl. occ. per person. $940.00 USD sgl. occ. 

OPTIONAL STAYOVER POST-CRUISE: 4 NIGHTS: 3-7 JULY 
2 NIGHTS LUCERNE & 2 NIGHTS ZURICH: 
$1,560.00 USD dbl. occ. $2,160.00 USD sgl.occ. 

AIRFARE: Book your own or have Vision Travel ARRANGE THIS THROUGH CRUISE LINE OR 
INDEPENDENTLY. Air is not included in prices below. 
When you book air Through Ama waterways, your transfers are included. 

INSURANCE: Optional & extra & HIghly recommended. you should book cancellation insurance at time of 
making deposit. BOOK MEDICAL INSURANCE PRE-CRUISE.  

USA RESIDENTS: 
DEPOSIT: $400.00 USD PER PERSON 

FINAL PAYMENT: 15 MARCH 2019 (NEXT YEAR) 

NOTE THAT IN ALL PORTS, YOU HAVE A CHOICE OF BIKING (bikes provided by cruiseline) 
OR DOING HIKING TOURS. THE FOLLOWING IS ONLY SOME OF THE TOURS OFFERED, JUST 

TO GIVE YOU AN IDEA OF WHAT YOU WILL SEE.   ALL TOURS ARE INCLUDED. 

B= Breakfast L = Lunch D = Dinner 



DAY 1: Amsterdam 
EMBARKATION. Arrive in Amsterdam and board your luxurious river cruise ship. (D) 

DAY 2: The famous canals of Amsterdam await discovery on your scenic canal cruise. Tall narrow homes along 
the water, the beautiful wooden Skinny Bridge and the Anne Frank House are a few of the highlights you will see. 
Later in the day, set sail out of Amsterdam (B,L,D) 

DAY 3: Cologne. Enjoy cruising to Cologne, home to one of Germany's most revered Gothic masterpieces, the 
Cologne Cathedral (Unesco). Join a guided tour through the Old Town. Visit a local tavern to taste its famous 
Kölsch beer and Reibekuchen, potato pancakes. (B,L,D) 

DAY 4: Lahnstein. Because of its strategic importance on the Rhine, Lahnstein was heavily fortified. Many old 
gates and towers still demonstrate its importance in the Middle Ages. You'll discover this is a common theme 
throughout the region. You have a choice to visit one of the region's medieval castles; or you can take a cable 
car across the Rhine where you can discover Ehrenbreitstein Fortress, overlooking the Rhine and Moselle rivers. 
(B,L,D) 

DAY 5: Moselle Valley Cruising & Cochem. Spend the morning taking in the beauty of the Moselle on this scenic 
stretch of the river before reaching Cochem with its half-timbered houses and Reichsburg Castle. Join a guided 
tour through the castle, situated high above the town, and then walk through its Old Town. Or for a different 
adventure, explore the Bundesbank Bunker to get a closer look at this mysterious Cold War era bank vault. 
(B,L,D) 

DAY 6: Moselle Valley & Trier. Set sail to Trier, Germany's oldest city, where you can discover why it has been 
called the "Rome of the North" or "Second Rome". It has impressive Roman relics and nine UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites. Alternatively, go in search of the secrets of the Porta Nigra Gate on a tour that takes you back to 
a time when Rome ruled the world from the Emperor's seat in Trier. (B,L,D) 

DAY 7: Bernkastel. Located in the middle of the Moselle Valley's wine-producing region, this area which has 
been cultivating wine for over 500 years, will enchant you. Walk through its colorful Old Town center and past 
many medieval and Renaissance buildings on a guided tour that also includes a winery visit and tasting. (B,L,D) 

DAY 8: Rhine Gorge & Rudesheim. Cruise through the captivating UNESCO-designated Rhine Gorge, the most 
stunningly beautiful stretch of the river before reaching the winemaking town of Rüdesheim. Drink up the stunning 
views by soaring high above the vineyards with a gondola ride to the Niederwalddenkmal Statue and afterwards 
be treated to a wine tasting. Let Siegfried's Mechanical Music Museum charm you with its remarkable collection 
of self-playing musical instruments; or taste one of the town's special delights, Rüdesheimer Coffee, 
ceremoniously made with brandy, coffee and whipped cream. (B,L,D) 

DAY 9: Ludwigshafen. Discover a grand Baroque palace, one of Mark Twain's favorite European towns or visit 
one of the most whimsical gardens in the Europe. Relieve a bygone era on an excursion to the Mannheim 
Baroque Palace, one of Europe's largest, which is furnished with over 800 exhibits, including 21 large tapestries, 
ornate furniture, priceless paintings, valuable porcelain and costly silverware. Prefer to fall in love with one of 
Mark Twain's favorite towns, then join a tour to perfectly preserved Heidelberg. For those who love a bit of 
whimsy, visit Schwetzingen Palace Gardens, a cultural heritage site of European significance. (B,L,D) 

DAY 10: Strasbourg. Strasbourg, the capital city of Alsace, offers flavors of both France and Germany because 
of its borderline location. Enjoy a panoramic tour past the stunning Parc de l'Orangerie, the European Parliament 
and the Place de la République before walking through its iconic "La Petite France" district, which appears to 
have been lifted straight from the pages of a fairytale. Wander through these charming streets and past the 
Cathédrale de Nôtre Dame with its famous astronomical clock. (B,L,D) 

DAY 11: Breisach. Breisach is your gateway to several different choices. Step back in time with a visit to the 
enchanting Alsatian town of Riquewihr, which looks almost the same as it did in the 16th century. Admire historic 



architecture as well as famous sights, such as the Dolder Gate. Or go to Freiburg, founded in 1120 and home to 
the Freiburg's Münster, a Gothic cathedral said to have "the most beautiful spire on earth." Some may wish to 
visit the Black Forest, a magical land full of cultural traditions, as well as home to elaborate cuckoo clocks, striking 
half-timber houses, ruined castles and quaint towns. (B,L,D) 

DAY 12: Basel 
DISEMBARKATION   Disembark after breakfast. (B) 

OPTIONAL STAYOVER PRE-CRUISE IN AMSTERDAM & POST CRUISE 
IN LUCERNE (2 nts) & ZURICH (2 nts) 

VISION TRAVEL: TICO # 50018499 

 CAMBODIA FUNDRAISER: FRIDAY 
May 3, 2019,  

SUCH A POPULAR EVENT...WE NEED 
YOUR SUPPORT...PLEASE HELP US! 

LOCATION: Trinity Presbyterian 
Church 

2737 Bayview Ave, just south of the 401 

SPACE IS LIMITED. PLEASE PRE-REGISTER 

9.00 am: REGISTRATION  

9:30 - 11:30 am: Lesson with JOHN RAYNER 
John has generously volunteered to teach this class for us.  

11:30 am: LUNCH  
12:00 PM: Presentation on Cambodia by PATTI LEE 

12:45 pm: BRIDGE GAME 
MINIMUM DONATION of $40.00 (no maximum)  

PLUS $14.00 to cover cost of lunch, rent, etc.  
NOTE that we pay substantial rent for this event, hence the increase.  

PLEASE PRE-REGISTER Please make cheques payable to Patti Lee. 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND, PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING US WITH OUR CAMBODIA 
PROJECTS BY MAKING A DONATION.  

A DONATION OF $40.00 OR MORE MEANS YOU RECEIVE A TAX RECEIPT.  

WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR HELP TO SUSTAIN OUR FIVE SCHOOLS IN CAMBODIA.  



EVERY DIME GOES TO THE CAUSE. 

ALL VOLUNTEERS PAY THEIR OWN AIR, ACCOMMODATION & MEALS. 

Tax deductible receipts will be issued for donation portion of cheque. 

In 2011, Patti Lee, Barbara Seagram and a group of 50 docked in Phnom Penh. We were armed 
with clothing, pens, notebooks, rulers, sharpeners, toys, pencils, stickers, and other school 
supplies. Our group donated 40 bicycles to a school outside of Phnom Penh. The bikes were 
given to the children, mainly children of landmine victims. It was all very uplifting, but Patti and 
Barbara looked at each other and wondered how long this shack would remain standing. 

We inquired how much it would cost to build a permanent school. After we returned to Toronto, 
they sent us an estimate of $24,000. We became determined to build the school. We raised 
$40,000 that year. Two other groups had also built schools, so with our funds, we not only built 
our school, but we also furnished all three schools and built a library at one of the schools. 
Since then, a fourth school has been added; and we are now building our 5th school. We will 
then have over 600 students in our schools. We remain committed to sustaining all FIVE 
schools...paying teachers, librarians, paying the cost of electricity, etc. The cost to sustain all 
five schools for 2019 will be $40,000 CDN. We now employ 16 staff who are all Khmer 
(Cambodian) 

In 2017, we paid the tuition for one of our teachers to take an additional University English 
course on a part time basis. As well, we are now delighted to be paying for one young lady to 
go to University. This includes full tuition, books, room, and board. This is a three-year 
commitment from us. We have also committed to another young lady to supply her with the 
same opportunity starting in August, 2019. 

Over the past years, many projects have been undertaken by ourselves and others to help make 
the villagers, many of whom are landmine affected, more self-sufficient: a bike repair business, 
chicken farmer training, sewing lessons with a sewing machine, crafts, technology centre, and 
the weaving centre. 

Patti and Barbara are excited and optimistic about all of our projects and hold several 
fundraisers a year. If you are unable to attend but still able to make a donation, we would be so 
grateful. 

For more info: 
barbaraseagram@gmail.com or  pattilee@sympatico.ca 

SEE DONATION FORM BELOW
Both Canadians & Americans donating will receive tax receipts valid in their country 

Please make your cheque payable to Patti Lee for a minimum of $54.00.

NO MAXIMUM!!!

Minimum donation: $40.00. NO MAXIMUM! plus $14.00 to cover the cost of lunch, rent, etc. 



Tax deductible receipts will be issued for the donation portion. 

There will also be some door prizes during the game. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Please hold a space for me at the Cambodia Bridge Fundraiser at Trinity Presbyterian Church   
@ 2737 Bayview Ave  on Friday May 3  @ 9:00 am 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE RECEIPTS FOR YOUR DONATION PORTION WILL BE ISSUED. 

PLEASE MAKE OUT CHEQUES TO PATTI LEE. 

Mail this form with a cheque enclosed for a minimum of $54.00 ($40 plus $14 to cover the cost of lunch, rent)
(THERE IS NO MAXIMUM!!) to: 

PATTI LEE      8 South Kingslea Drive, Toronto, Ontario M8Y 2A3 

NAME: ___________________________TEL NO: (___)_____________ 

EMAIL:___________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:(for receipt) _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

CITY _____________ PROVINCE_____ POSTAL CODE____________ 

Do you have a partner that day?      YES       NO  Circle 

If so, name of partner____________________________ 

I am unable to play that day but would like to make a donation to the cause.
Please indicate if you plan to attend.



Students attending one of our computer classes. We 
have  one  teacher who  teaches  only  computer 
classes. 



BARBARA'S 
SPRING 

WORKSHOPS 
THURSDAYS 9.30 -11.30 AM 

Hands-on. You play hands for the entire lesson
Seminars are held at Trinity Presbyterian Church 

2737 Bayview Ave. Just south of 401 

THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR BUCK! 

Seminars are $25.00 each if pre-paid prior to the class.  

or $30.00 at  door. Mail in your cheque now.  

SPACE STILL AVAILABLE IN ALL SEMINARS 

April 25: Tricks for Taking More Tricks 
May 16:  Do's & Don'ts for Your Partner 
May 30:  Winners & Losers & Losers on Losers 

Note that even if title sounds the same as an earlier seminar, the 
content and hands are always different. 
NOTE ALSO that times are now 9.30 am - 11.45 am. If you have to 
leave early, that is just fine. 

Call Barbara or email her to register  barbaraseagram@gmail.com 
416-487-8321

Mail cheques to Barbara Seagram 

220 Lawrence Ave E, Toronto ON M4N 1T2 

SPACE IS LIMITED. IF UNABLE TO ATTEND, PLEASE LET BARBARA 
KNOW IMMEDIATELY. 



Kicking the Habit 
Taking the First Steps to Improving Your Declarer Play 

by 
Barbara Seagram 

No, this is not a thinly disguised attempt at getting bridge players to give up bad habits but 
rather a look into some of those quirky habits or routines we all fall into when we get cards 
in our hands. For many bridge players, the worst moment of any bridge session is not when 
they have to confess to partner that they were a few points shy of their bid, or when they 
forget to cash the setting trick in a doubled and redoubled contract but rather LHO places a 
card face up on the table and penny drops -- you have to play the hand! The fate of western 
civilization seems to hang in the balance as the world waits for you to call a card from 
dummy. And yikes, the director has called the round. Yes, the pressures are enormous, but 
by cultivating a few good habits as declarer, the "p" word in your declarer's vocabulary will 
soon stand for plan in peace, not for panic. 

Let's start with a self-help quiz to see if YOU have some of the common declarer bad habits: 

1. When dummy comes down, do you

(a) Thank partner and then immediately call a card?
(b) Immediately call a card -- who has time for civility?
(c) Panic and then call the wrong card?
(d) Analyze the lead, count your losers (or winners in no-trump),

develop a plan for disposing of those losers (or develop the tricks needed) and THEN call a 
card? 

If you picked (a), at least you have developed good manners. Never let partner (or particularly 
the opponents) know that dummy is not exactly what you expected or more than you could 
possibly have hoped for or anywhere in between. 

If you picked (b), see (a). 

If you picked (c), you must have skipped the first paragraph. 

But if you picked (d), then you have developed one of the best habits a declarer can get into 
-- NEVER play too quickly at Trick 1. This is your chance as declarer to map out your strategy 
and figure out what needs to be done and when. Far too many players have fallen into the 
lamentable habit of winning the first trick in haste and repenting at leisure. Reviewing the 
bidding, doing a short analysis of the lead, planning out the hand can be done, especially if 
you practice, in a few moments. Those few moments of planning before you play to the first 
trick will save you the time lost to agonizing huddles as you realize you've botched the play 
because you didn't think earlier! 



2. When dummy appears, are you

(a) inquisitive?
(b) depressed?
(c) panic stricken?
(d) some but not all of the above?

If you picked anything but (a), start reading this article again! 
Remember, as declarer you get to see and manage half the cards in the deck! You know 
exactly where your strengths and weaknesses are and have, at least in theory, an easier task 
to make best use of those resources than do the defenders, who can only see the 13 cards 
that each holds. 

When dummy appears, for example, count the high card points held in your hand and 
dummy's. Subtract this total from 40 and you have the total high card point count for the 
opponents. Your next step is to figure out where the missing points are likely to be and/or 
where you need them to be! Sometimes the only way a hand can be made is if you make 
some assumptions and play for them. And don't forget to make a short analysis of the 
opening lead: 

- What does it show? [leads of Q usually promise the J, for example]

- What does it deny? [Similarly, leading the Q denies the K. Leading a low card
usually denies having a strong sequence, such a KQ or AK]. 

- Why did the opponents lead that suit? [If, for example, leader's partner has
overcalled, and leader fails to lead that suit, ask yourself WHY. If they lead a trump, what are 
they protecting? `Why did West not lead a Club? -- both the A and K are missing. Gee, Guess 
he can't have them both.' And so on] 

In analyzing the lead, don't forget to include a REVIEW of the bidding -- ask yourself 
questions like "Hmm, West passed East's opening bid but has lead the A¨. Can't have much 
more than another J." 

This will often help you place key cards, as the bidding may suggest that the missing honors 
are in a particular hand and that changed context may influence you to handle finesse 
situations differently than by making the recommended 'textbook'play.   

3. When you call for a card to Trick One, do you

(a) have absolutely no clue what to do next?
(b) have a clear idea of what to do next?
(c) have a vague idea, depending on what happens at Trick One?
(d) have a nervous fit?

You have enough hints from the first few questions to know that the answer to this one is 
(b). Always know what you plan to do at Trick 2 before you play to Trick 1. What suit do you 



plan to tackle next? Do you have to be in hand or in dummy? Do you have a choice? And 
never underestimate the importance of getting the hand off on the right foot, so to speak. 

Fred Karpin, an expert player and noted writer, devoted an entire book, Bridge Strategy at 
Trick One, to showing how the correct play at the beginning sets the tone for the hand and 
determine its outcome! So make sure you know exactly what your tactics are when you set 
out and you won't go far wrong! 

When dummy appears, take a deep breath instead of grabbing the first trick. You'll be more 
relaxed and well on your way to kicking some of declarer's worst habits! 

Click below and listen to the 59th Street BRIDGE song (that really is the name of the song!!) 
by Simon & Garfunkel. We know it as Feelin' Groovy! 

The real words are..."Slow Down, you play too fast...you gotta make the planning last!" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NogJp7hqTdU 

JUST ADDED ‐ WINTER INTERMEDIATE I BRIDGE LESSONS  !!! 

When: Thursdays 9:30 am to 12 Noon, starting January 17th for 6 
weeks. 
Where: Founders Hall, Trinity Presbyterian Church, 2737 Bayview 
Avenue 
Instructor: Lorraine Eaglesham 

Cost: $260 includes taxes and textbook  

For those who feel rusty and need a refresher and for those moving up 
from Basic lessons. 

We are excited to have Lorraine teaching this Winter Series. Many of 
you have met her this Fall during the Basic & Intermediate I lessons, and you will all agree that she is 
wonderful. 

Payment for above or below classes can be made by Interac email transfer or cheque to Josée Hammill. 

If paying by cheque, send payment and your course choice to: 
Josée Hammill, 1717 Avenue Rd #418, Toronto ON M5M 0A2 

If paying by etransfer: Contact Josée at mjhammill@rogers.com or 416‐300‐9140 for the password or 
additional information. 



                       WINTER 2019 SINGLE SESSIONS 

            INTERMEDIATE SINGLE SESSION BRIDGE LESSONS 
 

at Trinity Presbyterian Church ‐ 2737 Bayview Ave 
Instructor Josée Hammill 
$25.00 if pre‐registered. 
$30.00 at the door. 
 

TUESDAYS 9.30 am ‐ 11.45 am 
 

JAN 15 ‐ Bidding practice: No Trump Auctions 
During  this  class  we  will  bid  on  paper  multiple  No  Trump 
auctions,  where  you  will  be  able  to  reinforce  your 
understanding of Stayman, Jacoby Transfers, Texas Transfers, 
Slam bidding and much more. 
 
JAN 22 ‐ Bidding practice: Overcalls and takeout doubles 
When to overcall, what to overcall with.  Am I better doing a 
takeout double?  Let's get into competitive bidding and learn 
how to take action and how to respond to our partner. This 
class  is all done by bidding on paper. Great opportunity  to 

cover a lot of auctions in a short time. 
 
FEB 5 ‐ Defence vs Suit Contracts 
We defend 50% of  the  time. Let's  learn how to  talk  to partner by knowing what card  to play. Course 
includes: leads, defensive signals, attitude signals, discards, suit preference signals and much more. This 
lesson is hands on. You will be playing hands. 
 
FEB 26 ‐ Defence vs NT contracts 
Just like the February 5 lesson but this time against No Trump Contracts. Learn how to lead, what 
discard to make, what signal to give partner. This lesson is hands on. 
 
MAR 12 ‐ Fourth Suit Forcing (FSF) 
The auction between you and partner has gone 
1 Heart    ‐   1 Spade ‐   2 Clubs    ‐    2 Diamonds 
Diamonds is the "fourth suit". Does Partner have diamonds or not?  What is partner showing me or 
asking me?  FSF is a great convention to learn that will allow you to better describe your hand.  This 
lesson is hands on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

TRANSATLANTIC BRIDGE CRUISE 
ROME TO MIAMI and SO much more 

 
BARBARA & ALEX'S LAST CRUISE ESCORTING A GROUP 

  

APRIL 28-MAY 17, 2020 (18 NIGHTS) 
REGENT SEVEN SEAS MARINER 

  
WITH BARBARA SEAGRAM & ALEX KORNEL 

 

SPECIAL BONUS IF YOU BOOK BY FEB 15, 2019 
40 booked to date 

  
 Barbara & Alex will be teaching bridge aboard ship and running bridge games. We are 
retiring at the end of 2019 but will still be teaching and escorting this cruise in 2020.  

  
This is a private bridge programme. Barbara & Alex are not working for the cruise line, only 

for those booked through Vision Travel.  
You must book with Vision Travel in order to participate.  

The bridge programme is ACBL sanctioned and master points will be awarded.  
Note: Space is limited as it is a small ship. Book early for best situated cabin. Our trips sell 

out a year in advance.  
 
Mariner was fully refurbished in April 2018 
 
700 passengers. Crew 445 Cabins: 350 
 
Tonnage: 48,075 Length: 709" Beam: 93' 
  
Prices include: 
 
Free Business class air on intercontinental flights 
Free economy air on domestic flights from most major airports 
Free transfers if air is booked with Regent 
 
Free unlimited shore excursions 
 
Free unlimited beverages including fine wines & premium spirits 
Free pre‐paid gratuities 
All taxes 
Free specialty restaurants 
Free unlimited wi‐fi 
Concierge suites (or higher): Free 1 nt pre‐cruise hotel package 
Penthouse suites & higher: Free personal butler 
 



OPTIONAL (& EXTRA) STAYOVER IN ROME PRE‐CRUISE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
 
You may book your own air or book economy air in order to reduce cost. Transfers are only included if you book 
air through Regent.   

   
Apr 29: Civitavecchia (Rome)                                   18.00   
Apr 30: Livorno (Florence/Pisa)                  8.00       20.00 
May 1: Monte Carlo/Monaco                        8.00       17.00   
May 2: Barcelona    (overnight)                   11.00               
May 3: Barcelona                                                        18.00   
May 4: Alicante (Spain)                                 9.00      16.00   
May 5: Malaga (Granada: Spain)                  9.00      18.00   
May 6: Cruising Atlantic Ocean                                             
May 7: Cruising Atlantic Ocean         
May 8: Ponta Delgada (Azores)                    8.00      18.00 
May 9: Cruising Atlantic Ocean 
May 10: Cruising Atlantic Ocean 
May 11: Cruising Atlantic Ocean 
May 12: Cruising Atlantic Ocean 
May 13: Hamilton (Bermuda) overnight      12.00 
May 14: Hamilton (Bermuda)                                     17.00 
May 15: Cruising Atlantic Ocean 
May 16: Cruising Atlantic Ocean 
May 17: Miami                                                8.00 
 

Florence is the capital of Tuscany and the birthplace of the 
Renaissance. Athens of the Middle Ages. It is a World 
Heritage site, noted for its culture. It is ranked by Forbes as 
one of the most beautiful cities in the world. The museums are 
so fabulous. Come and see the statue of David created by 
Michelangelo between 1501-1504.  
 
Pisa: See the Leaning Tower of Pisa! 
 
 
 

Monte Carlo: Home to the rich and famous and the gaming mecca of Europe! 
 
Alicante, Spain: 

This is the capital of Eastern Spain's Costa Blanca. A 
medieval fortress towers over the city and a classic Medieval 
old-town with whitewashed houses and cobblestone streets. 
There are endless white, sandy beaches in this part of 
Spain.  
 
 
 



Malaga, Spain: 
 
WE dock in Malaga primarily to visit Alhambra. This is the 
most visited monument in Spain and is both a palace and a 
fortress. It was originally built in 889 AD and then rebuilt in 
mid 13th century. Malaga is also worth seeing on its own.  
 
Barcelona...such a great city, so clean and wonderful.  
 
After all this culture, then get submerged into LUXURY 
BRIDGE CAMP AT SEA for eight days on the ocean...not all 
consecutive days as these are broken up by a stop in the 
beautiful Azores (Ponta Delgada) and then a stop for two days in Bermuda. We may even get to the local 
bridge club in Bermuda!  
 
By the time we dock in Miami, your bridge will have improved enormously and you will have earned 
masterpoints all the way.  
 
There will be 2 hour hands-on seminars every day at sea and bridge games every afternoon. For those 
who have been with us on Regent before, note that the Mariner card room is much bigger than the other 
Regent ship on which we have been sailing (the Navigator). We will also try to fit in some extra bridge 
along the way.  
 
This cruise is selling well and the cruise line will soon be reclaiming some of my group space, 
hence my early advertising of this trip.  
 
ALL CABINS ON THIS SHIP ARE VERANDAH SUITES 
   
PRICES START AT USD $10,599.00 Category F. per person dbl. occ. 
CANADIAN RESIDENTS:    PRICES START AT CAN $13,549.00 
Category G per person dbl. occ. 
 
Final payment due: Nov 18, 2019 
 
SHIPBOARD CREDIT: $400.00 USD per cabin if booked by Feb 15, 2018 
$200.00 shipboard credit if booked after Feb15, 2018. 
  
To book, contact PAOLA SHAW AT VISION TRAVEL  
paola.shaw@visiontravel.ca 
 
Email is best so you are not playing telephone tag. 
Telephone numbers: 905-873-8070 or toll free at 1-800-263-5575 # 1228 
  
Barbara has been a licenced travel agent working for Vision Travel for over 30 years. 
Paola is an excellent agent with years of experience. Her attention to detail is legendary and she can help 
you with ANY trip you wish to go on.  She and Barbara are partners in the travel industry.   
 
Email Barbara    
barbaraseagram@gmail.com                                               VISION TRAVEL: TICO # 50018499 

 

 



THE BALANCING ACT 
by Barbara Seagram 

 
What does "balancing" mean in bridge vocabulary? 
  
You are in the "direct" seat if your RHO has made the last bid: 
  
West    North   East     South 
                          1C          ? 
  
You are said to be "balancing" when you are in the pass out seat after a bid by your left-hand 
opponent (LHO), such as the South player below.  
  
West    North   East     South 
1C       Pass     Pass        ? 
  
If you (SOUTH) were to pass, the auction would now be all over. If the opponents have opened with 
one of a suit, you simply must not allow them to play a contract at such a low level. You must 
either: 

 Try to push them to a higher level or 
 Try to buy the contract for your side instead of letting them make an easy part score 

The action that you take in the balancing seat is often different from that taken in the direct seat.   You 
should tend to overbid by 3 points when you are in the pass out seat. Just add 3 points to the value 
of your hand to determine what you should bid. Why do you do this? To protect partner, who may 
have quite a good hand. For example, your partner would have had to pass after 1 C on her right with 
the following hand: 
  
A542 
K6 
KJ72 
Q65 
  
Since the responder to the opening bid has also passed (showing 0-5 points) you can now be more 
aggressive, since your partner most likely has some goodies. 
  
Let's practice! In all cases, the bidding has proceeded. 
  
West                North               East                 South 
1C       -           Pass     -           Pass     -             ? 
  
What should you bid on each of these hands: 
  
1.         Q2       AJ10    K976   QJ109 
  
2.         Q75     A102   KQJ     AJ94 
  
3.         Q5432     76        AQ76       87 
  
4.         A76     A987   Q1054             42 
  
5.         65        AQ4    765      AQJ98 



Answers:    
       
1.         In direct seat, you would pass. In balancing seat, you should bid 1 N.T. (You have 16 
pts for a fleeting instant, having added those 3 points!) 
 
2.         Now you really do have 17 H.C.P. In direct seat, you would overcall 1 N.T. : in 
balancing seat, you will double first and then bid notrumps later.  
                                
3.         In direct seat, you will pass with this tired, moth-eaten spade suit. In balancing seat, 
you must overcall  1S. 
 
4.         In direct seat, you will pass. In balancing seat, make a takeout double. 
 
5.         In direct or balancing seat, you must pass. Your only decent suit is clubs, and the 
opponents will have a most unpleasant time in their 1C contract. 
  
Some people say that you should consider that you are "borrowing a king" when you 
balance. Whenever I have taught "balancing" this way, my students always get very specific 
about which king they wish to borrow! Thus, I prefer to base actions on "adding 3 points". 
You must remember, however, that since you are overbidding in this seat, that your partner 
must now compensate (as responder to your bid) by underbidding accordingly. 
  
East     South    West         North                
 1H        Pass      2H             Pass 
 Pass        ? 
 
This is another fine time for South to balance and apply all of the above rules. 
 
However, it is more dangerous to balance if the opponents have both bid and they have not 
found a fit: 
 
West                North               East                 South 
1C       -           Pass     -           1H       -           Pass 
1NT   -             Pass     -           Pass     -           Pass (most of the time) 
  
Bridge is a bidders' game. Get involved! Don't let the opponents steal contracts at a low 
level. Become a feared opponent! Balance!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 



SPECIAL GAME FOR 0-50 MASTER POINT  
NOVICE / INTERMEDIATES 

CALLING ALL 49'ERS!!! 

At Trinity Presbyterian Church  
Thursday afternoons 

BRIDGE TIP @ 12.30 pm GAME 12.45-3.30 pm 
MASTER POINTS WILL BE ISSUED 

This game is a stepping stone up from Tuesday afternoon games where you can ask 
questions & have help on any hand.  
 

NOVICE GAME / SUPERVISED PLAY 

PLAY AND LEARN 
TUESDAY AFTERNOONS: 12.45 - 3.30 PM 

FUN GUARANTEED!! 
 

This game is for newer players.  
You will so enjoy the atmosphere in this game while improving your skills.  

 
NEW PLAYERS, BE SURE TO ATTEND THIS GAME.  

 
Make a bid, change your mind, then make a new bid!   Make an opening lead, change your 
mind, then make a new opening lead!  Ask the director what to do before you do it, then do 
it!  Learn how to play duplicate bridge in an easy-going environment. 
 
Only happy bridge players are invited!!  
 
You will have so much fun and you will learn so much! 
Master points will be issued! 
 
Cost $11.00 per person payable at the door.  
 
Come with or without a partner. No need to pre-register. 

This is a great learning opportunity for all less experienced players. Bring your friends! 
FUN IS GUARANTEED! 
 
We are so grateful to all our wonderful volunteers who help with this game.  
 
Many students have questions (which is why they are there) and help is needed.  
 
This game will continue on during the winter, due to popular demand. 

 



TWO OVER ONE CHEAT SHEET $12.00 
 
Why you need to know the system that has swept North America 
by storm.  
 

What is the Forcing No Trump? 
Questions to agree on with partner 

Recommended conventions you should consider playing 
Opener's rebid after Forcing 1NT 

Rebids by Responder after bidding Forcing 1NT 
Raising Partner's Major   

Tips to Help you Learn 2/1 
Semi-Forcing No Trump & an alternative approach 

Fourth Suit Forcing     
Quizzes 

And lots more!   
 

 
JOSEE WILL BE GIVING A ONE DAY COURSE IN THE SPRING 
WHERE YOU CAN LEARN TWO OVER ONE ALL IN ONE DAY  

 
 

All cheat sheets and  books available at Temple Sinai (210 Wilson) 
from Lee and Wayne on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

 
or email Barbara with your postal address & we will send it to you by postal mail or you can 

pick up near to Yonge & Lawrence if you live in Toronto.    
barbaraseagram@gmail.com 

 
If you don't have Barbara's other cheat sheets, we will be happy to send these out to you.  

 
SPECIAL: ALL 4 cheat sheets $40.00 for one of each  

 
Just send us your postal mailing address and we will send. When you receive the package, 

have a look to see cost of postage on the 
  

outside of the packet. Send us a cheque for the cost of the product and add the postage. 
Sorry but we do not take credit cards.  

  
barbaraseagram@gmail.com 

  
 



 
 

INTERMEDIATE CHEAT SHEET: Regular bidding 
 

DEFENCE CHEAT SHEET: Strategy and signalling 
 

ADVANCED CHEAT SHEET: All the conventions (see below) 
 

Takeout double, Support double, Negative double, Responsive, Penalty & Lead-Directing 
Doubles, Splinter Bids, Jacoby 2NT, Roman Keycard Blackwood, Raising Partner's Overcall 

(Cue Bid Raises of overcalls and opening bids), Balancing, Texas Transfers, Gerber, 
Bergen Raises, Cue Bidding First Round Controls, Unusual NT, Michaels Cue Bid,  

Fourth Suit Forcing to Game 
 

SPECIAL: ALL 4 cheat sheets $40.00 for one of each  
 

We are not set up for paying online.  
You mail us a cheque after you get the packet.   

Check on packet to see cost of postage and add that to the 
cost of contents and send us a cheque.  

 

Barbara Seagram 
220 Lawrence Ave East 

Toronto ON M4N 1T2 
Canada 

 

 

barbaraseagram@gmail.com       www.barbaraseagram.com 
 

416-487-8321 
 

Barbara Seagram Bridge, 220 Lawrence Ave.  East, Toronto, ON M4N 1T2 Canada 
 

 

 

 
 


