BARBARA & ALEX’S
NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2014
bseagram@uniserve.com

www.barbaraseagram.com

LOCATION OF CLASSES: 2737 BAYVIEW AVE

LOCATION OF GAMES: 5 GLEN PARK AVE at HABONIM
SYNAGOGUE (6 blocks S of Lawrence, 1/4 block west off Bathurst)

BARBARA SEAGRAM
BRIDGE
416-487-8321
bseagram@uniserve.com

MAILING ADDRESS:
220 LAWRENCE AVE. E.
TORONTO, ON M4N 1T2
416-487-8321
FAX: 416-487-8890

DEFENSIVE PLAY AT BRIDGE
A QUIZ BOOK
by Barbara Seagram & David Bird
Concepts explained in bite-size pieces. Then the problem is presented. A clue is
given at bottom of page & solution is overleaf. Get a copy for your partner as
that is who really needs this!
$15.95 + tax = $15.00
POCKET GUIDE TO
DEFENSIVE PLAY AT BRIDGE
HOT OFF THE PRESS
by Barbara Seagram & David Bird
$9.95 + tax = $10.00
_______________________
PLAY IN LEE DAUGHARTY’S
GENTLE GAMES
TUE & WED @ 12 & WED EVE
@ 7 PM @ 5 Glen Park Ave.
416-274-1752 /905-453-1976
FABULOUS PEOPLE, LOVELY AMBIANCE & A GREAT LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT

FALL BRIDGE AT THE
BRIARS
with Barbara Seagram & Alex Kornel

Fri OCTOBER 24th – 26th 2014
SPECIAL PRICE FOR SPRING
$499.00 per person (dbl occ.)
$629.00 per person (sgl occ.)
if booked & paid by Aug 15th

Wonderful food, lots of bridge tips,
great bridge & fabulous ambiance.
Wine & snacks after Fri & Sat eve games.
Prizes, master points, loads of fun.
REGISTER by calling Barbara at 416487-8321 or bseagram@uniserve.com
____________
POCKET GUIDE TO DEFENSIVE PLAY
Barbara Seagram & David Bird
BRAND NEW
$9.95 + tax = $10.00
Available @ club or by email order

CRUISE with BARBARA & ALEX IN 2014
on ROYAL CARIBBEAN (EXPLORER OF THE SEAS)
NOV 15-24: Port Canaveral, FLORIDA return
Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, Haiti
ACBL REGIONAL AT SEA. GOLD POINTS!

CAMBODIA PROJECTS: 1014 UPDATE & EXCITING NEWS
Do read about our new Family Health Clinic which we will build & do save Thu June 19th in your calendar!
In 2012, Patti Lee, Barbara Seagram and a group of 50 docked in Phnom Penh. We had sailed along the Mekong River and
we were armed with clothing, pens, notebooks, rulers, sharpeners, toys, pencils, stickers and anything else you can dream
of. The others in the group had generously agreed to each bring an extra suitcase and they either filled it or we filled it with
donations from others in Toronto and surrounding areas. Thanks to a bridge friend in Gravenhurst, David Bryce, Patti found
out about a local Gravenhurst resident, Lisa McCoy. Lisa was known to have dedicated the last few years to being on the
ground in Cambodia (Phnom Penh and in remote villages in the provinces of Battambang and Takeo) six months per year.
Working with Lisa and a fabulous Australian volunteer, Pauline Johns, other groups had built two schools in Takeo province.
Pauline and Lisa pay their own air, accommodation and meals so that all funds raised go to the cause and every penny is
accounted for carefully.
We had discovered that there was a programme whereby we could arrange to buy bicycles for the children of Cambodia.
$50.00 per bicycle allowed the parts to be purchased in China and put together by a local bike seller in Cambodia. The
children signed a commitment that they would continue going to school if they were given a bicycle and there was also a
provision for maintenance of the bicycle should it need repair. All part of the $50.00.
Our group, along with other friends from Toronto, purchased 40 bicycles and we took them to a falling down shack ½ hour
outside Phnom Penh, which was named Banyan Learning Tree School. Lisa met us and escorted us there in a small tuk-tuk
along the dusty roads of Phnom Penh and beyond. It was quite a ceremony as we presented the bikes to mainly children of
landmine victims. It was all very uplifting but Patti and Barbara looked at each other and wondered how long this shack
would remain standing. We inquired how much it would cost to build a permanent school and found that it would be
$24,000.00. We returned to Toronto determined to build a school. We raised $40.000.00 that year so we also furnished all
three schools and built a library at one of the schools also. Patti visited in 2014, Barbara will visit in 2015.
Since then, we remain committed to sustaining FOUR schools…paying teachers, librarians, paying for costs of electricity
etc: Costs per year for sustaining all these projects: $10,000.00 total. You can see that money goes a long way in this
country.
We now have 580 students in our schools. There is a huge need in the remote villages for medical help. Many never see a
doctor. One 4 year old girl recently was deemed to need heart surgery. Pauline took her to Bangkok at her own personal
expense. The doctors there said that the surgery would have had to be performed when the child was one year old. The
family had never ever seen a doctor. They returned home. The child is very ill. It is all so sad. We have therefore decided to
build a FAMILY HEALTH CLINIC. It would be the first line of medical support for local families who do not have a doctor and
who cannot travel to one. Our first guesstimate for building this project is approximately $50,000.00.
Patti and Barbara are excited and optimistic about all of these projects and are holding our annual fundraiser for
Cambodia on Thursday June 19th at 5 Glen Park Ave (Habonim Synagogue).
9.30 am: Seminar with Barbara Seagram 11.30 am: Lunch
12 noon: Presentation by Patti Lee with lots of photos of her 2014 trip to Cambodia, where she stayed a few weeks.
12.45 pm – 3.30 pm: Bridge game with extra master points (sectionally rated)
We will also have a silent auction. We would be so grateful if you could all help us to solicit donations for our silent
auction…dinners at restaurants are the most popular…vouchers for anything you think would be popular; we would so
appreciate your help with this.
The cost for attending is a donation of minimum of $40.00 per person. (Tax deductible receipts will be issued). At the door,
there will be a fee of $10.00 per person to cover costs for the event. These have to be kept separate as there is no tax
receipt for the $10.00). If you are unable to attend, we would still welcome your donation & of course the tax receipt will still
be issued.

-----------Please give us your address, email address and tel no. so that we can process your tax receipt.
Please make cheques out to Canadian Landmine Foundation … the organization that does receipts for us.
Please mail this coupon with your cheque to: Barbara Seagram, 220 Lawrence Ave East, Toronto ON M4N 1T2

Please hold a space for me/us at Cambodia Fundraiser on Thursday June 19th. I enclose a cheque for a
MINIMUM of $40.00. (NO MAXIMUM!!) I understand I will receive a tax deductible receipt.
NAME: ________________________________EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________ CITY: __________ POSTAL CODE: __________
TEL NO: (
)______________________________________
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__________________________
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PUPPET STAYMAN
From 25 MORE Conventions You Should Know By Barbara Seagram & David Bird
When responder holds a five-card major opposite an opening no-trump bid, it is easy enough to find a fit by using a transfer response.
Similarly, it is straightforward to seek a 4-4 fit in a major, by using traditional Stayman. In this chapter we will seek the answer to a different
problem. How can you find a 5-3 fit in a major when, as responder, you hold a three-card major, bearing in mind that opener may have
opened 1 NT or 2NT holding a 5 card major?
The answer is to use Puppet Stayman. We will describe it initially opposite a 2NT opening. Later we will see that you can use a similar
method opposite an opening of 1NT. This does not affect your use of Regular Stayman or Transfers.
A 3} response to 2NT is Puppet Stayman. The opener rebids as follows:
3{
3]
3[
3NT

no five-card major, but at least one four-card major
five hearts
five spades
no four-card or five-card major

Before looking more deeply into the continuations, let’s see how useful the convention can be.
West
[ K Q 10 8 3
] A 10 4
{AQ6
}AQ

East
[J92
]95
{K873
}J642

West
2NT
3[
all pass

East
3}
4[

3NT is at risk on a heart lead and you would rather play in the spade game. East responds 3}, asking partner if he holds a five-card
major. West’s 3[ response shows five spades and East raises to game in that suit. If West had responded 3{ instead, showing at least one fourcard major but denying a five-card major, East would have bid game in no-trumps. If West had rebid 3NT, denying even a four-card major,
East would have passed.
The convention is particularly useful when responder has a singleton and is worried that this suit may be under-protected:
West
[K83
]AQJ73
{AQ6
}KJ5

East
[2
] K 10 6
{ 10 8 7 3
} Q 10 6 4 3

West
2NT
3]
all pass

East
3}
4]

3NT would not be a happy spot on a spade lead. East bids 3}, seeking a 5-3 heart fit, and is happy to strike gold.

HOW DO I LOCATE A 4-4 FIT?
The beauty of Puppet Stayman is that you can still find a 4-4 major-suit fit. When the opener rebids 3{, showing at least one four-card
major, the responder still has the necessary space to locate a 4-4 fit. How does he do this? Over a 3{ rebid, the responder bids the four-card
major that he does not hold! If a 4-4 fit comes to light, the opener can then bid the final contract, thereby becoming the declarer.
After 2NT - 3} - 3{, responder rebids in this way:
3]
3[
3NT
4D
West

shows a four-card spade suit
shows a four-card heart suit
shows no four card major (he only had one or two 3 card majors and hoped to hear a 5 card
shows BOTH 4 card majors and asks opener to pick one.
East

West

East

major from opener)

[AK83
[Q962
2NT
3}
]A72
]95
3{
3]
{AQ6
{J874
4[
Pass
} A 10 6
}K75
West’s 3{ denies a five-card major but shows at least one four-card major. East shows his four-card spade suit by bidding 3 ] and West
raises to game in [.
Let’s swap East’s red suits on that last deal and see how the method works.
West
[AK83
]A72
{AQ6
} A 10 6

East
[Q962
]J864
{95
}K75

West
[K4
]AQJ4
{AJ93
}AQ6

East
[QJ2
] K 10 6 3
{65
}7542

West
East
2NT
3}
3{
4 {* (4 { says: “I have both 4 card majors.” Opener must now pick the suit.
All pass
No problem! West has a four-card spade suit and bids game in [.

West
2NT
3{
4]

East
3}
3[
all pass

West’s 3{ denies a five-card major but shows at least one four-card major. East then bids 3[, denying spades but showing a four-card
heart suit. Since West has four hearts too, he bids game in that suit. The club tenace (broken honor cards like AQ are called a tenace) will be
protected by the opening lead coming from North into his }AQ6
Let’s see now how the method works when East has two four-card majors:
West
[AJ3
]KQ94
{AK3
}K64

East
[ Q 10 9 4
] A 10 6 3
{65
}832

West
2NT
3{
4]

East
3}
4{
all pass

East’s 4{ rebid shows four cards in both the majors. West bids 4] and becomes the declarer. Had East been the declarer, a lead though
the }K might have spelled defeat.

PUPPET STAYMAN WHEN PARTNER HAS OPENED 1NT
Since a strong 1NT opening may contain a five-card major suit, some players use five-card Stayman facing that opening too. You must have
at least 10 HCP to do this, as you are at a higher level. The simplest method is to bid 3} in response to opener’s 1NT opener. These are the
opener’s rebids after 1NT - 3}:
3{
3]
3[
3NT

No five-card major but at least one four-card major
A five-card heart suit
A five-card spade suit
No four-card major and no 5 card major

Over a 3{ rebid, responder again has the option of playing Puppet bids — showing the major he does not
hold, so that the opener can become declarer.
Let’s see some auctions that assume the Puppet method is being used.

West
[AJ2
]KJ83
{K75
} A 10 3

East
[83
]AQ64
{832
}KQJ5

West
1NT (15-17)
3{
4]

East
3}
3[
all pass

East’s 3[ shows a 4 card heart suit, so West knows of a 4-4 fit there. Thus he bids 4 ].
West
East
[ Q 10 2
[83
] K Q 10 8 3
]A64
{AJ5
{Q832
}A7
}KJ65
West
1NT (15-17)
3]
all pass

East
3}
4]

East bids Puppet Stayman, intending to rebid 3NT over a 2{ or 2[ response. When West shows a five-card heart suit, he raises to game.
West
[K3
] A 10 4
{KJ72
}A985

East
[Q864
]Q763
{Q85
}Q6

West
1NT (15-17)
2{
Pass

East
2}
2NT

East bids regular old-fashioned Stayman (you need 10 or more HCP to use Puppet Stayman after a ONE NO TRUMP opener and East
only has 8 HCP hence regular Stayman) and West’s 2 { response says two things. He holds no four-card or five-card major. He happens to
also be in the lower-range for his 1NT opening. West therefore passes partner’s 2NT rebid.

POCKET GUIDE TO DEFENSIVE PLAY AT BRIDGE
By Barbara Seagram & David Bird
Using the same format as The Pocket Guide to Bridge, this book
provides a handy pocket summary of about two dozen basic concepts
in defensive card play. In a concise but readable manner, it
summarizes most of the material presented in 25 Ways to be a Better
Defender by the same author team. This is Barbara Seagram’s 21st.
published book
Great gift for your partner or good hostess gift!
COST: $9.95 + tax = $10.00 At the Club & School or by postal mail.

SIGNS IN LOCAL SHOPS OR BARS ON OUR CARIBBEAN CRUISE
“No, we do not have WI-FI, talk to each other!”
“Rum punch makes you happy faster!”
“If you are patient in one moment of anger, you will escape a hundred days of sorrow. Chinese proverb

EDDIE KANTAR’S PEARLS OF WISDOM
www.kantarbridge.com








You cannot defend properly unless you remember the bidding.
You cannot defend properly unless you watch the cards, particularly the little fellows.
You cannot expect your partner to defend properly if you make faces or show other signs of disapproval.
Keep one goal in mind: DEFEATING THE CONTRACT. Do not worry about overtricks unless you are defending a
doubled contract,
The figure to focus on during the defence is the number of tricks you need at any given moment to defeat the contract.
Defence is based on this figure.
A player who hesitates during the bidding is likely to have a problem hand. Keep the hesitation in mind.
Give your opening lead much consideration. The fate of many a contract is determined by that one card. Use the bidding
as a guide.

LAOS FUNDRAISING 2014 – Held Wed. April 23rd
Laos is among the most impoverished countries in the world, still suffering from the bombing effects of the CIA
backed 'secret' war of the 1960's and 70's. Millions of unexploded bombs still remain in the soils, especially
throughout rural areas which is predominantly mountainous. It remains the most bombed nation (per capita) on this
earth.
Adopt A Village in Laos, a registered Canadian charity (83699 1001 RR0001), has made a significant positive
difference in the health of the lives of the rural villagers with financial support from so many amazing sponsors. To
date, over 1200 water filter systems (over 7000 people) have been distributed, and received hygiene training. The
villagers are ecstatic and when speaking to the many villages we have supported, we are told that the percentage of
those suffering from diarrhea and other illnesses caused by water borne bacteria, has dropped to almost zero. In
fact we are told that diarrhea is no longer of any concern to the many families that have received these systems.
You can participate too! For just $75, a water filter system, including transportation (averaging 40% of the cost),
bamboo stand, large water bottle and hygiene training to each receiving family will make a huge difference to their
lives by extending lives and increasing productivity. That isn't all. We will send you an email and picture of the
recipients with their filter system, for every water filter you donate. You will be able to zoom in on the label and see
your name (or a name of your choosing), your country flag and the phrase 'In friendship and respect' (in Lao
language). In addition, a tax receipt will be issued to you.
Adopt A Village also constructs schools, provides permanent water supplies to villages without, builds toilets for
every school they build, sponsors school children who cannot afford to go to school and sponsors new teachers
during their apprenticeship years, prior to receiving a government salary. Donations toward these projects is also tax
receipted and emails with pictures and accountability will be sent to each donor.
100% of your donation goes towards the projects, not to overhead! Should you wish more information about Adopt A
Village in Laos, please browse our blog at http://AdoptAVillageinLaos.wordpress.com. Scroll down to the updates
for January 2014 and you will see photos of Patti Lee in the villages.
A very special thank you to Lee Daugharty who is not only running the game but is donating $2.00 per person of his
own towards the cause. Regular card fees that day will be collected at start of the game.
Our annual fundraiser took place on Wednesday 23 April at 5 Glen Park Ave.
11.00 am: Luncheon (Barbara & Alex will cover the cost of lunch as our treat).
11.30 am: Presentation by Patti and Barbara with pictures of Laos from Patti’s February 2014 trip to Laos.
12.00 noon: Bridge game in Lee’s game.

YOUR COST: A minimum donation of $2.00 will be requested from each person. If you donate $20.00 or
more, you will receive a tax deductible receipt. If you donate $75.00 or more, you will have purchased a
much-needed water filter for a family in a remote village in Laos. Alternatively, you may choose to donate
towards the building of a school. Know that all monies raised will go (every dime) towards the cause.

SHAW FESTIVAL: NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
WED JUNE 18th
11 am PRE-SHOW TALK BY PATRICK GALLIGAN (actor)
Son of Marian Galligan & veteran performer at Shaw

LUNCH & DINNER ON OUR OWN OR IN GROUP (YOUR CHOICE)
2 pm WHEN WE ARE MARRIED: Royal George Theatre
8 pm THE SEA: COURT HOUSE THEATRE
$138.00 TOTAL for both shows. Lunch, dinner & parking extra.
Drive on your own or Barbara will help with carpooling.
If you are interested in going only for the afternoon show, that can be arranged. $75.00
Mail cheque for $138.00 (or $75.00 for only afternoon performance) to
Barbara Seagram, 220 Lawrence Ave East, Toronto ON M4N 1T2
bseagram@uniserve.com
416-487-8321
NAME: _________________________________ TEL NO: _________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _________________________________________________
I WILL DRIVE__________ I NEED A RIDE ____________
CIRCLE WHICH
RESPECT YOUR PARENTS; THEY MADE IT THROUGH SCHOOL WITHOUT GOOGLE

CLASSES OUTSIDE TORONTO: 2014
with Barbara Seagram
Barbara will be teaching a few bridge classes away from Toronto. Do join us if you are anywhere nearby and have some free
time.
COLLINGWOOD, ONTARIO

Fri 4 April SANDY DICKSON ddickson1112@rogers.com

KITCHENER, ONTARIO

SAT 5 April, 2014 GRAND RIVER BRIDGE CLUB
CAROLYN BAECHLER cjbaechler@yahoo.ca
Grand River Bridge Club

BRIDGE AT THE BRIARS

Fri April 25-Sun April 27, 2014 bseagram@uniserve.com

LONDON, ONTARIO

Monday 23 June & Tuesday 24 June, 2014 donnaspence@aol.com

HALIFAX BRIDGE WORLD

Sun 29 June, 2014 Linda Tuff

HALIFAX REGIONAL TOURNAMENT

Tuesday 1 July, 2014 LORD NELSON HOTEL Linda Tuff ltuff@hotmail.com

BRIDGEWATER, NOVA SCOTIA:

Tue 8 July, 2014
David & Marjorie Wandler

ltuff@hotmail.com

dmwandler@eastlink.ca

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA NORTH AMERICAN
BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Fri 18 July-Sunday, 27 July, 2014

VAIL, COLORADO:

July 27- 31, 2014 Pam Elsner: 970-949-6759
VAIL MOUNTAIN SCHOOL
PamHodg@aol.com

HALIBURTON, ONTARIO

Friday, 15 August, 2014

margodavidson@sympatico.ca

MONCTON, NEW BRUNSWICK
SECTIONAL BRIDGE TOURNAMENT

Thursday, 4 September, 2014

Connie Bartlett

HARRISON HOT SPRINGS
Abbotsford, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Tuesday & Wednesday 9 + 10 September, 2014 carrollguichon@shaw.ca

CORVALLIS, OREGON

Sat. 13 September, 2014 Mary Alice Seville Seville@bus.oregonstate.edu
Tuesday 16 September, 2014

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Thursday 16 October, 2014 HOLLYBURN COUNTRY CLUB

ACBL REGIONAL AT SEA
EXPLORER OF THE SEAS

cobartle@gmail.com

November 15-24, 2014 [Barbara & Alex will be teaching] ACBL
directors will be running the Regional games. Red & Gold master points
awarded all the way. In order to be involved in the Regional
Tournament, you must have booked the cruise through Paul Parker at
Cruiseplanners (501) 278-5353.

DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
When it is your turn to bid, you must place a bid from the bidding box on
the table. You may NOT tap the table (inferring a pass) unless you are the
very last person to make a bid at the table. Just because the bidding goes
1S – 2D – 2S – 3D
4S does not mean that others at the table do not have a right to bid now.
Please do not tap the table unless the bidding has gone Bid-Pass-Pass to
you.
Also, when you are dummy, please refrain from detaching a card from
dummy just because you assume that is what declarer will play. You MUST
wait until it is called for. It is illegal to play a card without direction from
declarer when you are dummy.

BRIDGE AT
THE BRIARS
FALL 2014
with BARBARA SEAGRAM & ALEX KORNEL

OCTOBER
2014
On the shores of Lake
Simcoe, lies a grand 1840
Regency-style Manor
House with beautifully
decorated rooms, stunning
architectural features &
200 acres of land for
strolling. The Briars is
recognized by the Ontario
Heritage foundation. A
par 71 championship golf
course is on site as well
as a wonderful spa.
Tennis courts also on site.

24-26,

The
BRIARS…JACKSON'S
POINT
LAKE SIMCOE
1 hour
drive north of Toronto
4 star luxury property,
famous for all their spa,
accommodation & cuisine
$ 499.00 per person
(dbl. occ)
Call
Barbara Seagram for
further info:

$ 629.00 per person (sgl. occ.)
H: 416-487-8321
B:416-487-1288 FAX: 416-487-8890
email: bseagram@uniserve.com
www.barbaraseagram.com
ONLY HAPPY BRIDGE
PLAYERS NEED APPLY!
NOVICES WELCOME!
PRICE INCLUDES:








2 NIGHTS PREMIUM ACCOMMODATION AT
BRIARS
2 FULL BREAKFASTS (SAT & SUN A.M.) & 3
LUNCHES (FRI, SAT & SUN)
2 FULL DINNERS (FRI & SAT EVE)
ALL TAXES & GRATUITIES
NOVICE / INTERMEDIATE LESSONS BEFORE
EACH GAME
5 SESSIONS OF BRIDGE (Bridge optional...play
as little or as much as you wish)
BRIDGE SEMINAR SAT. A.M.





USE OF ALL INDOOR FACILITIES: INDOOR
POOL, WHIRLPOOL, SAUNAS, EXERCISE
ROOMS
PRIZES, LUCKY DRAWS & MASTER POINTS

NOTE: TRANSPORTATION TO BRIARS NOT
INCLUDED
IF YOU NEED HELP WITH TRANSPORTATION,
CALL BARBARA FAR IN ADVANCE:
416-487-8321 AND WE WILL TRY TO ARRANGE A
RIDE.
FUN GUARANTEED, BOOK EARLY...SPACE IS LIMITED

---------------------------------------------------------------------Please book me for the BRIDGE AT BRIARS
WEEKEND OCTOBER 24-26, 2014
Enclose cheques now: $100.00 deposit (dated now) &
balance by post-dated cheques dated JULY 15,
2014.
All cheques payable to Barbara Seagram
NAME: _______________________ TEL. NO: (____)
___________ SHARING WITH: ________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________
APT. # _________ POSTAL CODE: ____________

EMAIL ADDRESS:
_____________________________
Mail to…Barbara Seagram, 220 Lawrence
Ave. East, Toronto, ON M4N 1T2
REGULAR PRICE:
$569.00 dbl per person
$679.00 sgl per person

SPECIAL PRICES
FOR FALL 2014

IF YOU REGISTER BY JUL 15th

AFTER JULY 15th. ADD
$30.00 per person

